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Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York)

The Windsurfer, the first mass marketed sailboard, was designed and built in the late 1960’s. It was offered 
for sale by Windsurfing International of California beginning in 1969. A one design racing class was established 
soon after as a way to help promote the sport. One design means that everyone uses a board and sail that are 
virtually identical when they race. This being at a time long before the internet, the word about windsurfing 
spread slowly at first. Newspaper and magazine articles helped. Beginning in the early to mid-1970’s, there 
were a growing number of Windsurfer sailors in the Finger Lakes region of New York State who, in a sense, 
were among the pioneers of the sport. 



1st Windsurfer 
World 

Championships

Fleet 14 – Finger Lakes established in 1973/74

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1974
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle – Rochester NY, June 20, 1974

A local fleet in the Rochester area had 
been formed in 1973-74. There were 
scenes forming with some excellent 
sailors at Cayuga Lake as well as Cuba 
Lake in southwestern New York 
around 1974-76. Windsurfing was also 
catching on in the western Finger 
Lakes region (Seneca and Conesus 
Lakes) in 1976-77. The first Windsurfer 
World Championship Regatta was held 
at Association Island, N.Y. on Lake 
Ontario in 1974.



Windsurfing - 1974



Finger Lakes - 1975

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1975



Windsurfing – History



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York)– 1976

Bruce Percy demonstrating the Windsurfer on Honeoye Lake, NY, 1976

During these early days Windsurfer dealers began to appear across the Finger Lakes area. Among them were 
Bruce Percy on Honeoye Lake, John Long on Seneca Lake, Dick Besse on Skaneateles Lake, and Tom and Diane 
Wallon on Conesus Lake. 



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1976

Windsurfer brochure - 1976



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1977

Finger Lakes and Western New York Fleets - 1977

Through the later 1970’s, fleets began to grow as windsurfing rapidly spread 
around the US and the world. Soon there were multiple races scheduled locally 
and regionally each year. In the Finger Lakes, the growing number of sailors 
ultimately coalesced into Windsurfer Fleet 62. This was largely due to the 
efforts of George Bagley along with Tom and Diane Wallon of Wind Riders 
Marine on Conesus Lake who organized regattas and coordinated with sailors 
on other lakes to put together a full schedule of races throughout the summer.



1978 Windsurfer Fleet 
Membership Rosters

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1978

Seneca Lake



Finger Lakes and Western NY Membership Rosters

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1979



Fleet Rosters

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1980



1980 New York State Windsurfing Championship



1980 District 7 Windsurfing Championships
District 7 of the International Windsurfer Class Association included 
fleets in the New England states as well as New York State.



Seneca Lake

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1980

By 1980, more than 500,000 Windsurfers had been sold worldwide. Heavily attended championship 
regattas for North America, Europe, Japan, and Australia as well as a World Championship Regatta were held 
each year. Myers’s Rum became a regatta sponsor at the national and local level. 
     Locally, there were usually 10-12 or more races scheduled across the Finger Lakes each year. A typical race 
event would include multiple triangle course races, slalom racing around a line of buoys, and often freestyle 
windsurfing (very different from today’s high wind freestyle) which involved doing tricks or stunts on the 
water such as sailing with your back to the sail, flipping the board up on its edge for a railride, leaning your 
body backwards towards the water for a head dip, and various sail spins. For the triangle course races, the 
sailors were divided into groups depending on their weight. Since the boards and rigs were the same, heavier 
sailors were at a speed disadvantage. To account for this, sailors were weighed and put in to typically three 
groups, and then they competed within these weight classes. Often a picnic/cookout was provided on 
Saturday night. The atmosphere was relaxed and casual. 
     



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1981



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1981

?



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1981



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1981

Seneca Lake



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1981



IWCA District 7 Windsurfer One-Design Racing - 1981

District 7 
Fleets



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1982



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1982



Hot Tub Regatta – Canandaigua Lake – 
Sherry’s Sailboards - April 17, 1982

From the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle – April 18, 1982

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1982



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1982



Conesus Lake

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1982



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1982



Conesus Lake

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1982



IWCA District 7 Windsurfer One-Design Racing - 1982





Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1983



Conesus Lake

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1983



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1983



2nd Annual Skaneateles Lake Regatta – July 9, 1983 Syracuse Post-Standard – July 10, 1983

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1983



Conesus Lake

Finger Lakes Championship - Conesus Lake, August 20-21, 1983

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1983



4th Annual Myers Marauders Regatta 
 Cayuga Lake, September 10-11, 1983

Cayuga Lake – Myers Point

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1983



Conesus Lake

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1983

Seneca Lake



IWCA District 7 Windsurfer One-Design Racing – 1983



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1984



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1984



Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes (and western New York) - 1984



IWCA District 7 Windsurfer One-Design Racing - 1984
District 7 Fleets



IWCA District 7 Windsurfer One-Design Racing - 1985
In retrospect, the Finger Lakes Windsurfer one design racing scene did not last that long. For all intents and purposes, it was over 

by 1985. Several of the better local sailors headed west to the Columbia River Gorge in Washington State. Others continued to sail 
locally looking for the best wind and wave conditions.         

Worldwide one design racing also began to quickly decline. The sport of windsurfing, both from an equipment and a business 
perspective was changing rapidly. Multiple vendors began offering shorter and lighter boards for wave riding and jumping. Sail designs 
were evolving. The top international sailors began competing professionally in course and slalom racing as well as wave riding and 
freestyle. The perception in the US became that windsurfing primarily took place at hot spots such as the Columbia River Gorge and 
Maui, Hawaii where wave riding and jumping prevailed. These require top end equipment and high levels of skill. The sport seemingly 
left the entry level and recreational sailor behind although it remained more broadly popular in Europe, Japan, and Australia. 
     In recent times, one design windsurfer racing has made a comeback worldwide. New board and rig designs have made learning to 
windsurf much easier. 
     In the Finger Lakes area, there are still windsurfers in places such as Ithaca and Rochester and probably others scattered about, but 
there is not yet a revived one design racing scene locally.  

District 7 Fleets



Windsurfing T Shirts – 1980-85



2026 - WWAA

Windsurfer One-Design Racing in the Finger Lakes
(and western New York) 1973 - 1985
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